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Dear Parents and Carers,   
 
It is with great disappointment that I write to update you on the half term ahead of us at Deyes High 
School. As you are aware, the Prime Minister announced on Monday evening that a new national 
lockdown would come into force on Wednesday 6 January until at least mid-February 2021. He has 
promised that because face-to-face education is best for children’s mental health and for their 
educational achievement, the government will be reviewing the restrictions on schools regularly and will 
ensure that children and young people return to face-to-face education as soon as the pressures are 
easing on the NHS.   
 
Everyone here at school is so disappointed that we cannot continue to welcome all of our students in 
person, building on the successes of our return to school in the Autumn Term. However, we are ready to 
move to online learning for all students this week, as we had planned before the Christmas break, and we 
are sure that we can work together with you to provide a high-quality learning experience and pastoral 
care throughout this challenging time.    
 
Our Expectations  
We are expecting students to attend their full school day from home. This will begin with Form time and 
then the five lessons which follow, according to their normal timetable. Teachers will always meet their 
class online to register them and to launch the lesson. After this a variety of learning tasks will be used to 
enable students to make progress. In addition to working with their teacher on TEAMs, some of these 
may involve independent work, online links and other resources. Students must complete all tasks and 
submit work back to their teacher form marking, when they are asked to do so.   
   
We will be contacting you if students are not attending their lessons and working together with you to 
ensure that they do continue to work and learn at home. We will be prioritising student well-being 
during this period and therefore our contact with them will be essential.   
The attached guide will support students to use TEAMs and if they do need further help with IT they 
should contact: - emailhelp@deyeshigh.com  
  
If at any time TEAMs is unavailable to students, they can also use the Home Learning Curriculum on our 
website which will continue to be updated.   
 
Students working in school.  
During the period of national lockdown, schools, alternative provision, special schools, and colleges will 
remain open to vulnerable children and young people and the children of critical workers only. Most of 
the students who will be attending Deyes are now settled in well. If you do need a place at school for 
your son or daughter, please don’t hesitate to contact us to arrange this.   
 
Students attending school should wear their full school uniform and bring a packed lunch, unless one is 
usually provided for them.   
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home?utm_source=4%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#going-to-school-college-and-university
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home?utm_source=4%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#going-to-school-college-and-university
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home?utm_source=4%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#going-to-school-college-and-university
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=4%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=4%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=4%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=4%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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Currently school buses are running but Merseytravel have made us aware that provision will be scaled 
down when they assess the numbers travelling each day. We will continue to pass on any further 
information we receive.   
  
  
School Day Timings from Monday 11th January 2021  
 

Team Deyes  
Continuing Learning  
Information for students   

From 6th January 2021 teachers will deliver all lessons via Teams. This will be for 
part of or all of each lesson.   

  

 

Timings of the school day – all years from Monday 11th 
January 2021  
  
Form time 8.30 – 9.00  
Lesson 1 – 9.00 – 10.00  
Lesson 2 – 10.00 – 11.00  
Break – 11.00 – 11.15  
Lesson 3 – 11.15 – 12.15  
Lesson 4 – 12.15 – 1.15  
Lunch – 1.15 – 2.00  
Lesson 5 – 2.00 – 3.00   

  

 

The school timetable will operate – however lessons will 
be delivered live via Teams.   
  
Each class teacher will invite their classes to the live 
Teams lesson in advance of the lesson   
  
A register will be taken   
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Examinations 2021  
As a result of the lockdown, the government also announced that it is no longer possible for exams to go 
ahead fairly this summer. The Secretary of State for Education will be asking Ofqual to consult rapidly on 
an approach for alternative arrangements that will allow students to progress fairly. We do not have the 
full details of how we will be awarding grades yet. However, we do know that all current learning and the 
work which should be completed this term will form part of the evidence we will need to ensure that 
students achieve the grades they deserve. Therefore, it is absolutely essential that every single student 
continues to attend and engage with as much enthusiasm we know they can. I have already reinforced 
this with students and we will continue to do so throughout the period of home learning.   
 
School Events  
We are aiming to continue with as many normal aspects of this school term as possible. For example, the 
Year 9 guided choices process will continue as planned. Please be assured that we will inform you about 
these regularly.  
  
Lateral Flow Testing   
Deyes High School will begin the voluntary testing of staff and those students who are attending next 
week. If this affects your family immediately, you will receive further information today about the tests. 
When other year groups return to school, we will contact the wider group of parents and carers with 
details.   
  
 Thank you so much for the support we have received from you over the last week in particular. As ever, 
we are grateful of the opportunity to work with you to ensure that your sons and daughters are happy 
and making good progress despite the huge challenges ahead of us this half term. Every member of staff 
here at Deyes is united in making this happen for every student.   
 
I hope that your families stay safe and well. Please don’t hesitate to contact us at school if we can offer 
any additional advice or support.   
  
 Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mrs V.L Beaney  
Head of School  
  
   
  


