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 Reading Book Recommendations  
Year 7 The Philosophy Book 

 
Part of the fascinating Big Ideas series, this book tackles tricky 
topics and themes in a simple and easy to follow format. Learn 
about Philosophy in this overview guide to the subject, brilliant 
for beginners looking to learn and experts wishing to refresh 
their knowledge alike! The Philosophy Book brings a fresh and 
vibrant take on the topic through eye-catching graphics and 
diagrams to immerse yourself in. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Religion Book 
 
Part of the fascinating Big Ideas series, this book tackles tricky 
topics and themes in a simple and easy to follow format. Learn 
about Religions in this overview guide to the subject, brilliant for 
beginners looking to learn and experts wishing to refresh their 
knowledge alike! The Religions Book brings a fresh and vibrant 
take on the topic through eye-catching graphics and diagrams 
to immerse yourself in. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Little History on Religion  

 
An empathetic yet discerning guide to the enduring importance 
of faith, Richard Holloway introduces us to the history and 
beliefs of the major world religions―Judaism, Islam, 
Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism. He also explores where 
religious belief comes from; the search for meaning through the 
ages; how differences in belief sometimes lead to hostility and 
violence; what is a sect and what is a cult; and much more. 
Throughout, Holloway encourages curiosity and tolerance, 
accentuates nuance and mystery, and calmly restores a sense 
of the value of faith. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 8 You Must be Layla 

 



 
Layla believes she was right to stand up for herself against a 
bully, but it's landed her a suspension - not the way she (or her 
parents) would have wished to begin her time at her fancy new 
school! This is just a setback though, and she's determined to 
prove that she does deserve her scholarship by making new 
friends and setting her sights on inventing something that could 
win the big robotics competition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Amazing Muslims who changed the world 
 

 
Have you ever wondered who created the oldest university 
in the world? 
Is Joan of Arc is the only rebel girl who led an army that 
you've heard of? 
If so, then you need this stunningly illustrated treasure trove of 
iconic and hidden amazing Muslim heroes! 
There are so many more amazing Muslim men and women 
who have changed our world, from pirate queens to athletes, to 
warriors and mathematicians. Who will your next hero be? 
 
 

 
 
The boy with the Top Knot 

 
 
For Sathnam Sanghera, growing up in Wolverhampton in the 
eighties was a confusing business. On the one hand, these 
were the heady days of George Michael mix-tapes, Dallas on 
TV and, if he was lucky, the occasional Bounty Bar. On the 
other, there was his wardrobe of tartan smocks, his 30p-an-
hour job at the local sewing factory and the ongoing challenge 
of how to tie the perfect top-knot. 
And then there was his family, whose strange and often difficult 
behaviour he took for granted until, at the age of twenty-four, 
Sathnam made a discovery that changed everything he ever 
thought he knew about them. Equipped with breathtaking 
courage and a glorious sense of humour, he embarks on a 
journey into their extraordinary past. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
(Un)Arranged Marriage 



 
 
'Harry and Ranjit were waiting for me - waiting to take me to 
Derby, to a wedding. My wedding. A wedding that I hadn't 
asked for, that I didn't want. To a girl who I didn't know... If 
they had bothered to open their eyes, they would have seen 
me: seventeen, angry, upset but determined - determined to 
do my own thing, to choose my own path in life...' 
 
'Harry and Ranjit were waiting for me - waiting to take me to 
Derby, to a wedding. My wedding. A wedding that I hadn't 
asked for, that I didn't want. To a girl who I didn't know... If 
they had bothered to open their eyes, they would have seen 
me: seventeen, angry, upset but determined - determined to 
do my own thing, to choose my own path in life...' 
 
 
 
 

Does my head look big in this 
 

 
Amal is a 16-year-old Melbourne teen with all the usual 
obsessions about boys, chocolate and Cosmo magazine. 

She's also a Muslim, struggling to honour the Islamic faith in a 
society that doesn't understand it. 

The story of her decision to "shawl up" and its attendant 
anxieties (like how much eyeliner to wear) is funny, surprising 
and touching by turns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The pig that wants to be eaten 
 

 
Is it right to eat a pig that wants to be eaten? 
Are you really reading this book cover, or are you in a 
simulation? 
If God is all-powerful, could he create a square circle? 
 
Here are 100 of the most intriguing thought experiments from 
the history of philosophy and ideas - questions to leave you 
inspired, informed and scratching your head, dumbfounded. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 9 The Wheel of Surya 



 
 
The dramatic first volume in the Surya Trilogy by Whitbread 
award-winning author of Coram Boy, Jamila Gavin. 

India, August 1947: Fleeing from their burnt-out village as civil 
war rages in the Punjab, Marvinder and Jaspal are separated 
from their mother, Jhoti. Marvinder has already saved her 
brother's life once, but now they both face a daily fight for 
survival. 
 
Together they escape across India and nearly halfway around 
the world to England, to find a father they hardly know in a 
new, hostile culture... 

 
 
 

 
Lord of Flies 

 
William Golding's Lord of the Flies is a dystopian classic: 
'exciting, relevant and thought-provoking' (Stephen 
King). When a group of schoolboys are stranded on a 
desert island, what could go wrong? 
 
A plane crashes on a desert island. The only survivors are a 
group of schoolboys. By day, they discover fantastic wildlife 
and dazzling beaches, learning to survive; at night, they are 
haunted by nightmares of a primitive beast. Orphaned by 
society, it isn't long before their innocent childhood games 
devolve into a savage, murderous hunt ... 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Would you kill the fat man? 

 
A runaway train is racing toward five men who are tied to the 
track. Unless the train is stopped, it will inevitably kill all five 
men. You are standing on a footbridge looking down on the 
unfolding disaster. However, a fat man, a stranger, is 
standing next to you: if you push him off the bridge, he will 
topple onto the line and, although he will die, his chunky body 
will stop the train, saving five lives. Would you kill the fat 
man? The question may seem bizarre. But it's one variation 
of a puzzle that has baffled moral philosophers for almost half 
a century and that more recently has come to preoccupy 
neuroscientists, psychologists, and other thinkers as well.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Pig heart boy 
 
Cameron is thirteen, and all he wants is a 'normal' life - 
friends, swimming, school, family. 
But his life is far from normal. Not every thirteen-year-old 
desperately needs a new heart because theirs doesn't work 
properly. 
Finally, one doctor offers hope. 
Cameron could - if he and his parents agree - take part in a 
radical and controversial procedure involving the transplant of 
a pig's heart into his human body. 
It's risky. And it's never been done before . . . 
While Cameron comes to terms with the idea, he finds the 
world around him is much less accepting. 
But surely everyone will understand that it's better to have a 
pig's heart that works than a human heart that doesn't - won't 
they . . .? 
 
 

Factfulness 
 
Timely, short and essential, FACTFULNESS reveals the 
power of facts in a post-truth world, by late international 
sensation Hans Rosling ('a true inspiration' - Bill Gates) and 
his long-term collaborators Ola and Anna. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anne Frank: The Diary of a young girl 

 
 
A deeply moving and unforgettable portrait of an ordinary 
and yet an extraordinary teenage girl. 
First published over sixty years ago, Anne Frank's Diary of a 
Young Girl has reached millions of young people throughout 
the world. 
 
In July 1942, thirteen-year-old Anne Frank and her family, 
fleeing the occupation, went into hiding in an Amsterdam 
warehouse. Over the next two years Anne vividly describes 
in her diary the frustrations of living in such close quarters, 
and her thoughts, feelings and longings as she grows up. 
Her diary ends abruptly when, in August 1944, they were all 
betrayed. 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 10 & 11 Terror Kid 



 
Rico knows trouble. He knows the look of it and the sound of 
it. He also knows to stay away from it as best he can. 
Because if there's one thing his Romany background has 
taught him, it's that he will always be a suspect. 
 
Despite his efforts to stay on the right side of the law, Rico is 
angry and frustrated at the injustices he sees happening at 
home and around the world. He wants to do something - but 
what? When he is approached by Speech, a mysterious man 
who shares Rico's hacktivist interests, Rico is given the 

perfect opportunity to speak out. After all, what harm can a peaceful cyber protest do...? 
 
 
 
 
Lovely Bones 

 
When we first meet 14-year-old Susie Salmon, she is already 
in heaven. This was before milk carton photos and public 
service announcements, she tells us; back in 1973, when 
Susie mysteriously disappeared, people still believed these 
things didn't happen. In the sweet, untroubled voice of a 
precocious teenage girl, Susie relates the awful events of her 
death and her own adjustment to the strange new place she 
finds herself. It looks a lot like her school playground, with the 
good kind of swing sets. With love, longing, and a growing 
understanding, Susie watches her family as they cope with 
their grief, her father embarks on a search for the killer, her 
sister undertakes a feat of amazing daring, her little brother 
builds a fort in her honor and begin the difficult process of 
healing. In the hands of a brilliant novelist, this story of 
seemingly unbearable tragedy is transformed into a 
suspenseful and touching story about family, memory, love, 
heaven, and living. 

 
The Crossing 

 
 
Natalie's world is falling apart. She's just lost her mum and her 
brother marches the streets of Dover full of hate and anger. 
Swimming is her only refuge. 
Sammy has fled his home and family in Eritrea for the chance 
of a new life in Europe. Every step he takes on his journey is a 
step into an unknown and unwelcoming future. 
 
A twist of fate brings them together and gives them both hope. 
But is hope enough to mend a broken world? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
You Kant make it up 



 
 
Drawing on the writings of the great philosophers, You Kant 
Make it Up sends the reader on thrilling, non-stop tour of their 
most outrageous and counter-intuitive conclusions. Harry 
Potter is real. Matter doesn't exist. Dan Brown is better than 
Shakespeare. All these statements stem from philosophy's 
greatest minds, from Plato to Nietzsche. What were they 
thinking? Overflowing with compelling arguments for the 
downright strange - many of which are hugely influential 
today - popular philosopher Gary Hayden shows that just 
because something is odd, doesn't mean that someone 
hasn't argued for it. Spanning ethics, logic, politics, sex and 
religion, this unconventional introduction to philosophy will 
challenge your assumptions, expand your horizons, infuriate, 
entertain and amuse you. 
 
 

 
 
The Poisonwood Bible 
 

 
The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four 
daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist who 
takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. 
They carry with them everything they believe they will need 
from home, but soon find that all of it--from garden seeds to 
Scripture--is calamitously transformed on African soil. What 
follows is a suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing 
and remarkable reconstruction over the course of three 
decades in postcolonial Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And the Mountains Echoed 

 
 
Afghanistan, 1952. Abdullah and his sister Pari live with their 
father and stepmother in the small village of Shadbagh. Their 
father, Saboor, is constantly in search of work and they 
struggle together through poverty and brutal winters. To 
Abdullah, Pari - as beautiful and sweet-natured as the fairy 
for which she was named - is everything. More like a parent 
than a brother, Abdullah will do anything for her, even trading 
his only pair of shoes for a feather for her treasured 
collection. Each night they sleep together in their cot, their 
heads touching, their limbs tangled. 
 
One day the siblings journey across the desert to Kabul with 
their father. Pari and Abdullah have no sense of the fate that 
awaits them there, for the event which unfolds will tear their 
lives apart; sometimes a finger must be cut to save the hand. 
 
 

Never let me go 



 
 
Kazuo Ishiguro imagines the lives of a group of students 
growing up in a darkly skewed version of contemporary 
England. Narrated by Kathy, now thirty-one, Never Let Me 
Go dramatises her attempts to come to terms with her 
childhood at the seemingly idyllic Hailsham School and with 
the fate that has always awaited her and her closest friends 
in the wider world. A story of love, friendship and 
memory, Never Let Me Go is charged throughout with a 
sense of the fragility of life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Me before you 

 
 
They had nothing in common until love gave them everything 
to lose . . . 

Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly ordinary 
life--steady boyfriend, close family--who has barely been 
farther afield than their tiny village. She takes a badly needed 
job working for ex-Master of the Universe Will Traynor, who is 
wheelchair bound after an accident. Will has always lived a 
huge life--big deals, extreme sports, worldwide travel--and 
now he's pretty sure he cannot live the way he is. 

Will is acerbic, moody, bossy--but Lou refuses to treat him 
with kid gloves, and soon his happiness means more to her 
than she expected. When she learns that Will has shocking 
plans of his own, she sets out to show him that life is still 
worth living. 

 
My Sisters Keeper 

 
In all thirteen years of Anna's life, her parents have never 
given her a choice: she was born to be her sister Kate's bone 
marrow donor and she has always given Kate everything she 
needs. 
 
But when Anna is told Kate needs a new kidney, she begins 
to question how much she should be prepared to do to save 
the older sibling she has always been defined by. So Anna 
makes a decision that will change their family forever - 
perhaps even fatally for the sister she loves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hate 



 
 
Eve's older sister, Rosie, was bright and alive and always 
loved being the centre of attention. Then one day, she is 
brutally murdered. 

Six months later, Eve meets Antony and discovers that he 
was there the night Rosie died and did nothing to help. Is 
there any way she can ever get past that? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 12 N/A 
Year 13 N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 


