
 

Deyes High School Curriculum Rationale 
PSYCHOLOGY 

 

Overarching curriculum, intent for PSYCHOLOGY  

• To develop knowledge and understanding of aspects of human behaviour that psychologists seek to explain 

• To develop skills of application and evaluation of psychological explanations, models and theories of human behaviour 
 

• To develop ability and confidence in examination skills and techniques for success  
 Content Taught Rationale why this content is taught in this year group at 

this point (Sequencing/progression of knowledge) 
YEAR 
10 

• In Year 10 we look at topics that include Criminal 
Psychology, Human Development; Research 
methods and Human memory. 

Criminal Psychology is taught in the autumn term to engage 
students and allow for basic theories and the experiment as a 
research method to be applied to a topic that students are keen 
to study. This is assessed on Paper 1 of the exams.  
 
Developmental psychology is delivered in the latter part of the 
autumn term and the first part of the spring term. It builds and 
extends on theories and research methodology from criminal 
psychology and is also tested on Paper 1 of the examinations. 
 
Research Methods is delivered in the latter part of the Spring 
term and early part of the summer term. This further develops 
knowledge and understanding of research methodology at a 
point whereby students have basic  knowledge of specialist 
terminology and evaluation points of some methods which are 
added to and extended in order to meet the demands of the 
research methods sections of both paper 1 and paper2. 
Application of this knowledge is a key focus of the delivery of 



this unit using exam stimulus material in order to meet the 
demands of the examinations. 
 
Memory is taught during the summer term. This is a section 
from Paper 2 exam but it is taught at this point in Year 10 as it 
can be delivered in full before the summer holiday which is not 
the case for the last remaining unit from paper 1 which is 
psychological problems. It was felt that it would be in the 
interests of ease of continuity not to be in the middle of a unit 
when breaking up for the summer holiday, hence the swapping 
round of units from Paper 1 and Paper2. 
 

YEAR 
11 

• In Year 11 we look at topics that 
include  Psychological problems; Social Influence 
and Sleep and Dreaming 

Psychological problems is delivered in the autumn term. 
Although it is topic assessed on Paper 1 it is delivered at the 
beginning of Year 11 for reasons outlined above. This is a topic 
with a relatively heavy content and has applications to a number 
of different type of questions on the exam including high mark 
‘debates’  questions. This requires additional teaching time. 
 
Social influence is delivered during the latter part of the autumn 
term and early part of spring term and is assessed on Paper 2. It 
is another lengthy topic with opportunities for applications to a 
number of different types of questions on the exam including 
high mark ‘debates’ questions. 
 
Sleep and Dreaming is assessed on Paper 2 and is a shorter unit 
to finish the course content for the two years. It is a topic that 
students find easily accessible and requires less homework than 
other units which leaves opportunities for students to be given 
alternative homework tasks that focus on revision of previous 
units as we build up to the GCSE examinations.  

YEAR 
12 

• In Year 12 we study memory; attachment; social 
influence; approaches in psychology; 
psychopathology; research methods 

Memory (paper 1) and Research Methods (paper 1,2,3) are 
taught consecutively by LDO and KRI during the autumn term of 
Year 12. This offers an opportunity to start with  a topic that is 
easily accessible to students (memory) and offers practical 
opportunities to carry out experiments which supports the work 



of delivering research methods. It is important that research 
methods is delivered early in the course as it underpins all units 
covered across the A level and is heavily weighted and is 
therefore complete by Feb half term 
 
Social Influence is delivered during the early part of the spring 
term. This is a more technical unit in terms of specialist 
terminology, concepts, research and therefore stretches 
students and offers opportunities for staff to clarify 
differentiation between students. Social Influence is assessed on 
Paper 1. 
 
Psychopathology is delivered during the latter part of the spring 
term. This is a highly technical unit in terms of specialist 
terminology, concepts, research and therefore stretches 
students and offers opportunities for staff to clarify 
differentiation between students. It is delivered in conjunction 
with Approaches (Paper 2). This is because the it aids 
understanding of Approaches if there are opportunities for 
application to real life which the psychopathology unit does 
offer. 
 
Attachment is delivered during the spring term as this is also 
assessed on Paper 1 of the exams. This is a broad unit that 
covers a range of theories, explanations and studies. Offers 
students an accessible topic that forms the AS qualification (as 
do the units above) and is therefore at a less demanding level 
than our year 13 content). 
 
Bio – psychology (Paper 2) is delivered during the summer term 
of Year 12. It has a strong biological focus that is a contrast to 
other units that are focused on a variety on non-biological 
explanations for behaviour. This unit offers a stark contrast to 
other units and offers opportunities for contrasting explanations 
and methodologies. 



YEAR 
13 

• In Year 13 we study relationships; schizophrenia; 
biopsychology;  forensic psychology; issues and 
debates; research methods 

Relationships  (LDO) is delivered during the latter part of the 
Summer term of Year 12 and early part of the Autumn term of 
Year 13. This is assessed on Paper 3 of the examinations and is 
A2 material and is therefore more demanding in terms of 
complexity and exam assessment than previous (AS) units. 
 
Schizophrenia (KRI) is delivered during the autumn term of Year 
13 . This is assessed on Paper 3 of the examinations and is A2 
material and is therefore more demanding in terms of 
complexity and exam assessment than previous (AS) units. 
 
Issues and debates (LDO) is delivered in the latter part of 
Autumn term and early part of the Spring term. This is assessed 
on Paper 3 and allows for synoptic links from across the course 
content so far in order to develop deep knowledge and 
understanding of the content. 
 
Forensic Psychology (KRI) is delivered during the Spring term of 
Year 13 . This is assessed on Paper 3 of the examinations and is 
A2 material and is therefore more demanding in terms of 
complexity and exam assessment than previous (AS) units. This 
unit reinforces knowledge and understanding of theories 
covered so far and offers additional theory applied to a new 
topic. 
 
Research Methods (Paper 1,2,3) Is delivered by LDO in the latter 
part of the Spring term and early part of the summer term. This 
builds and extends on Year 12 research methods by adding 
more complex knowledge and understanding that enables 
students to meet the demands particularly of the heavily 
weighted Research Methods section of Paper 2. This is delivered 
as the last unit by LDO in order to keep this highly technical and 
complex material ‘fresh’ in the minds of students in terms of 
knowledge retention and skill retention in relation of 
application to novel stimulus material. 
 



 


